
Disruption Watch
Issue #15 — 14 March 2026

LEAD SIGNAL

When the Strait Closed and the Algorithms Opened Fire — AI-Powered Warfare Meets Energy Market
Chaos

The convergence of military AI deployment and energy market turmoil is today's defining signal. Palantir
and Anthropic systems have now identified over 5,500 targets for Pentagon strikes on Iran, while Brent
crude whipsawed from $60 to $119 before settling above $100 as the Strait of Hormuz remains effectively
closed. Polymarket puts the probability of continued closure at 82.5%. Meanwhile, the private credit market
is cracking — redemption requests have surged to 8% quarterly (up from 1.3% in 2024), with Goldman
projecting $45-70B in outflows.

ZEITGEIST SCORES

Lens Score Status CIPHER

Geopolitical Realignment 10 HOT C

AI & Agents 9 HOT I

Business Finance & Policy 9 HOT I

Climate & Energy Transition 9 HOT I

Digital Markets & Assets 8 HOT I

Digital Trust 8 HOT C

Left Field 7 HEATING H

Workforce & Talent 7 HEATING I

Consumer 6 HEATING P

Bio-Human 5 HEATING E

Quantum & Compute 4 DORMANT P

Interface & Spatial 4 DORMANT P

AI & Agents [I] [HOT] [9]

Europe's Billion-Dollar Bet on World Models as Meta's Frontier Stumbles

AMI Labs secured a $1.03B seed round—Europe's largest ever—to develop world models based on
LeCun's vision. Meta's competing 'Avocado' model has been delayed, achieving only 90% of target
benchmarks. Even Andrej Karpathy remarked: 'never felt this much behind as a programmer.' Meanwhile,
the Pentagon is weaponizing AI at scale, using Palantir and Anthropic systems to identify 5,500+ targets for
potential strikes on Iran.

So what: The race to superintelligence is accelerating globally, but the winner will likely be the first to weaponize it at
meaningful scale.

Quantum & Compute [P] [DORMANT] [4]

No Significant Movement

The quantum computing sector remains quiet with no major breakthroughs or announcements this week.

So what: Watch for unexpected announcements—dormancy often precedes disruption.



Digital Markets & Assets [I] [HOT] [8]

Private Credit's CDO-Squared Moment

The private credit market is showing stress signals. Redemption requests have surged to 8% on a quarterly
basis, up from just 1.3% in 2024—a 6x increase. Goldman Sachs projects $45-70B in outflows. Billionaire
bond investor Jeffrey Gundlach compared the market structure to CDO-squared, the toxic instrument that
helped trigger the 2008 crisis. Meanwhile, value rotation is gaining momentum as confidence in tech
duration weakens.

So what: Private credit contagion could trigger broader credit market contraction within 90 days.



Digital Trust [C] [HOT] [8]

Guardian Agents vs Killer Algorithms

A new concept has emerged: 'guardian agents'—AI systems designed to protect consumers and enforce
digital safety. Yet this sits in sharp contradiction to the simultaneous deployment of military AI targeting
systems. California's online safety law is ramping up enforcement, creating pressure for trustworthy AI.

So what: The duality of protective and destructive AI deployment creates regulatory and ethical breaking points.

Interface & Spatial [P] [DORMANT] [4]

No Significant Movement

The spatial computing and interface sectors remain quiet. AR/VR adoption plateaus continue.

So what: Spatial computing may be waiting for a killer app or breakthrough in cost/performance.

Bio-Human [E] [HEATING] [5]

Cognitive Surrender

Azeem Azhar's framework describes how humans cede judgment to AI through convenience. As AI agents
multiply and provide faster answers, humans increasingly outsource decision-making. The privatization of
cognition becomes normalized.

So what: Dependency risk: as we outsource thought, we lose the ability to think independently when systems fail.

Business Finance & Policy [I] [HOT] [9]

Brent Crude's $60-$119-$100 Whipsaw

Energy markets experienced the most significant disruption since 1973. Brent crude surged from $60 to
$119 per barrel in response to the Strait of Hormuz closure, then settled above $100. The G7 and
International Energy Agency released 400 million barrels to stabilize the market. Traders now operate with
a 90-day strategic reserve buffer before supply genuinely runs short.

So what: Oil above $100 fundamentally changes economic growth assumptions and accelerates the energy transition
case.

Consumer [P] [HEATING] [6]

Tesla Sells Electricity, Guardian Agents Sell Protection

Tesla has secured approval to sell electricity directly to UK consumers—a new revenue stream.
Simultaneously, the 'guardian agent' concept is being prototyped as a consumer product: AI that actively
protects user interests against predatory platforms.

So what: Direct-to-consumer business models are expanding as trust in intermediaries erodes.

Left Field [H] [HEATING] [7]

Robots Go Open Source

OpenClaw, an open-source robotics framework, has surpassed 210,000 stars on GitHub. Robotics is
democratizing. But this creates a geopolitical flashpoint: who controls robot intelligence and coordination at
scale?

So what: Robotics commoditization mirrors AI: rapid diffusion, unclear governance, existential upside and downside.

Climate & Energy [I] [HOT] [9]

Hormuz Closure Forces Energy Transition Question



With oil price sustained above $100 and the Strait of Hormuz remaining 82.5% likely to stay closed (per
Polymarket), the economics of renewable energy transition shift instantly. Solar and wind suddenly look
cheap. Tesla's UK electricity license and the 90-day strategic reserve window create an opportunity for
faster deployment.

So what: Energy transition has moved from 'eventually economical' to 'immediately necessary'.

Geopolitical [C] [HOT] [10]

5,500 AI-Selected Targets and 82.5% Probability the Strait Stays Shut

The Pentagon, working with Palantir and Anthropic, has disclosed the use of AI systems to identify 5,500+
targets for potential military strikes on Iran. Polymarket assigns 82.5% probability to continued Hormuz
closure. The G7 is coordinating oil releases and diplomatic pressure. This represents the first large-scale
operational deployment of AI targeting systems and creates a fundamental contradiction: how can
algorithms that select targets be trusted to protect civilians?

So what: AI-powered military operations have graduated from theory to deployment. This is the defining geopolitical
signal of 2026.

Workforce & Talent [I] [HEATING] [7]

Karpathy Says He's Never Been This Behind

Andrej Karpathy, one of the world's leading AI engineers, admitted to feeling outpaced by the speed of
frontier model advancement. This sentiment cascades through technical talent pools. Even creators are
struggling to stay ahead, hinting that upskilling models built on catch-up will fail.

So what: If elite engineers feel cognitively outpaced, workforce transformation needs rethinking from first principles.

15 KEY DATA POINTS

# Data Point Value Status

1 Brent crude peak $119/barrel CONFIRMED

2 Polymarket Iran strait closure 82.5% CONFIRMED

3 AMI Labs seed round $1.03B CONFIRMED

4 Private credit quarterly redemption 8% REPORTED

5 Goldman projected outflows $45-70B REPORTED

6 Pentagon AI targets 5,500+ REPORTED

7 OpenClaw GitHub stars 210,000+ CONFIRMED

8 Brent crude settlement $100+ CONFIRMED

9 Redemption request increase 6x REPORTED

10 Emergency oil barrels released 400M CONFIRMED

11 Meta Avocado benchmark performance 90% REPORTED

12 Google/Wiz acquisition $32B CONFIRMED

13 Strategic reserve buffer 90 days REPORTED

14 Brent crude pre-crisis $60 CONFIRMED

15 FT subscription cost £565/yr CONFIRMED

KEEP AN EYE ON



Private credit contagion — ESCALATED

Strait of Hormuz resolution — ESCALATED

AMI Labs execution — NEW

Meta Avocado recovery — NEW

Guardian agent prototyping — STALLED

Tesla UK electricity — NEW

OpenClaw commercial apps — NEW

California online safety enforcement — HEATING

TREND RADAR

Trend Status Action

AI-Powered Military Operations CANDIDATE (5/5) RECOMMEND GRADUATION

Private Credit Liquidity Crisis CANDIDATE (5/5) RECOMMEND GRADUATION

Energy Transition Acceleration EXISTING STRENGTHENED
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