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BRENT $98.96/bbl down $20 FROM PEAK • DOW 47,707 +206pts • CHATGPT 900M WAU • CLAUDE CODE $1B ARR • ANTHROPIC 2
LAWSUITS FILED • 1,000 TARGETS VIA CLAUDE/MAVEN • OIL DEC FUTURES $74 • S&P; 500 +0.83%

Ceasefire Whiplash: Trump Signals End, Anthropic Fires Back
Two seismic reversals in 24 hours. First, Trump told CBS the Iran war will end 'very soon' and is 'pretty much

complete' — oil plunged from Monday's intraday high of $119.50 to settle at $98.96 Brent, and markets staged a

dramatic comeback (Dow +206pts, S&P; +0.83%, Nasdaq +1.38%). Second, Anthropic filed TWO federal

lawsuits against the Trump administration — one in California district court, one in the DC Circuit — challenging

the Pentagon's 'supply chain risk' designation as unconstitutional retaliation for its AI safety stance. Meanwhile,

a Washington Post investigation revealed Claude was used via Palantir's Maven Smart System to identify 1,000

targets in the first 24 hours of the Iran strikes. The AI company simultaneously suing the government and

powering its war machine is the contradiction of the decade.

Lens Score Status vs 7d avg

AI & Agents 9 HOT up 6.9

Quantum & Compute 6 HEATING steady 5.7

Digital Markets & Assets 6 HEATING down 7.1

Digital Trust 9 HOT up 7.9

Interface & Spatial 5 HEATING steady 5.3

Bio-Human 5 HEATING steady 5.6

Business Finance & Policy 8 HOT steady 7.3

Consumer 6 HEATING up 5.3

Horizon Scanner 7 HEATING steady 6.7

AI & Agents — 9 | HOT
a16z's Top 100: The Agent Era Has Arrived

a16z published its biannual Top 100 Gen AI Consumer Apps. ChatGPT at 900M weekly active users, 2.7x larger than
Gemini on web. Claude paid subscribers growing 200%+ YoY, Gemini 258% YoY. Claude Code reached $1B
annualised revenue run rate in just six months. OpenAI's Codex at 2M weekly active users growing 25% weekly.

OpenClaw (Peter Steinberger's open-source agent) is now the most-starred project on GitHub, surpassing React and
Linux. Acquired by OpenAI in February. a16z thesis: ChatGPT building consumer super-app (shopping, booking,
health via 220+ apps), Claude focusing on power users and professionals (160+ curated connectors). Only 41 apps
overlap between the two platforms.

Notion AI paid attach rate surged from 20% to over 50% in a single year. Anthropic rolled out scheduled tasks in
Claude Code. Luma unveiled Uni-1 — first model combining reasoning and image generation in one architecture.

So what: The a16z report is the definitive snapshot of consumer AI as of March 2026. The most striking finding: AI is
moving from destination to feature. Claude Code, Copilot, and developer tools barely register in web traffic but represent
billions in revenue. The metrics we use to measure AI adoption are already obsolete.

Sources: a16z, OpenAI, Anthropic, GitHub, Luma AI



Quantum & Compute — 6 | HEATING
Multi-Cloud Risk Surfaces as War Tests Infrastructure

Cyber Safety newsletter deep-dived multi-cloud complexity — more flexibility but exponentially more risk surface.
Relevant as AWS data centre strikes showed single-cloud vulnerability. The Diff notes Oracle and OpenAI walked
away from a new data centre, only for Nvidia and Crusoe to step in and market it to Meta.

So what: The AWS strikes last week created a before/after moment for cloud architecture. Multi-cloud is no longer just a
vendor management strategy — it's a national security requirement.

Sources: Cyber Safety newsletter, The Diff, AWS, Nvidia, Crusoe Energy

Digital Markets & Assets — 6 | HEATING
Anthropic Opens a Marketplace, Robinhood Builds a Super-App

Anthropic launched a software marketplace where customers can shop for vertical AI tools. ARK Invest: Robinhood is
creating a financial super-app, adding AI-driven features across brokerage, crypto, and credit. Visa is letting AI agents
create and use debit cards — agents can now transact autonomously.

NjiaPay raised $2.1M in Amsterdam, continuing European fintech momentum. The Diff: small-scale alleged grifts in AI
(Cluely, data theft) are late-cycle, not end-of-cycle indicators.

So what: The Anthropic marketplace is a strategic move — by letting third-party tools compete on its platform, Anthropic
positions Claude as infrastructure rather than just a product. This is the AWS playbook applied to AI.

Sources: Anthropic, ARK Invest, Robinhood, Visa, The Diff, NjiaPay

Digital Trust — 9 | HOT
Anthropic Sues the Pentagon While Claude Powers the War

Anthropic filed two federal lawsuits Monday against the Trump administration. Alleges First Amendment violation,
excess of authority, and failure to follow contract cancellation process. Washington Post investigation: Claude was
used via Palantir's Maven Smart System to identify and prioritise up to 1,000 targets within 24 hours of Iran strikes.

OpenAI robotics director Caitlin Kalinowski resigned over Pentagon deal — first senior-level exit. Grammarly turned
users into AI editors without consent. WiFi-DensePose: open-sourced system tracks body position, breathing, heart
rate through WiFi signals alone — no cameras needed. Runs on $5 ESP32 hardware.

So what: The Anthropic contradiction is extraordinary — the company is simultaneously suing the government for
retaliating against its safety stance and having its AI used to identify 1,000 military targets. This tension will define AI
governance for years.

Sources: Bloomberg, CNN, NPR, Washington Post, WSJ, Platformer, POLITICO, GitHub

Interface & Spatial — 5 | HEATING
The Browser Becomes an AI Product

a16z reports: AI browsers are shipping — OpenAI's Atlas, Perplexity's Comet, Atlassian's Dia (formerly Arc). Google
added Gemini to Chrome and released Disco. Microsoft launched Copilot Cowork — turns Copilot from chatbot into
active agent across Outlook, Teams, Excel.

So what: The browser war is being refought with AI as the differentiator. But the real shift is that the interface itself is
disappearing — AI is becoming ambient across every tool rather than a separate destination.

Sources: a16z, OpenAI, Google, Anthropic, Microsoft, Atlassian

Bio-Human — 5 | HEATING
From Digital Brains to Remote Surgery

Eon Systems demonstrated first digital brain controlling a body in simulation. Recreated a fruit fly brain — 125,000
neurons and 50 million connections — connected to physics-based simulation. UK completed its first remote robotic
surgery.

So what: The fruit fly brain simulation is a genuine milestone — the first time a complete neural connectome has driven
behaviour in a virtual body. The path from fruit fly to mouse to human is decades long, but the proof of concept is now
established.

Sources: Eon Systems, Robotics Herald, researcher posts



Business Finance & Policy — 8 | HOT
The Whiplash Trade: Oil Drops $20, Markets Recover

Trump told CBS the Iran war is 'pretty much complete' — oil plunged: Brent settled at $98.96 (from $119.50 intraday
high). Markets staged dramatic comeback: Dow +206pts to 47,707. S&P; +0.83% to 6,796. Nasdaq +1.38% to 22,696.

Forbes: Gas prices up 50 cents per gallon. The Diff (Byrne Hobart): America has a comparative advantage in global
disorder. US trade is only 27% of GDP. Net energy exporter. December oil futures at $74 vs front month $107 —
market expects resolution.

China broadcasting 'Chinese' identity on ships passing through Hormuz. Ex-a16z partner Michelle Volz launches Pax
Ventures with $50M for industrial-strength AI startups.

So what: The $20 oil reversal in a single session is extraordinary volatility. America bears the smallest relative economic
cost of its own foreign policy disruptions. That asymmetry is the defining feature of 2026 geopolitics.

Sources: FT, Bloomberg, Yahoo Finance, Investing.com, CNBC, Forbes, The Diff, Newcomer

Consumer — 6 | HEATING
AI Becomes the Default: Notion at 50%, Grammarly Without Consent

a16z: Notion AI paid attach rate surged from 20% to 50%+. CapCut has 736M MAU with AI as core feature. ChatGPT
at 900M WAU, 10%+ of global population weekly. Grammarly turned users into AI editors without consent. After
School newsletter: Gen Z consumer trends cultural signals.

So what: Notion crossing 50% AI attach rate is a milestone — it means AI features are no longer upsell experiments but
core product value. The Grammarly scandal shows the backlash risk when AI adoption is forced rather than chosen.

Sources: a16z, Notion, CapCut, Canva, OpenAI, Anthropic, Platformer, After School

Horizon Scanner — 7 | HEATING
AI Risk Becomes a Political Movement

POLITICO deep-dive with Nick Bostrom on how AI risk went from academic obscurity to live political movement. Key
insight: if AI causes white-collar job losses, 'you'd have all these unemployed, overeducated people who are articulate
and with nothing to do all day other than complain about AI.'

The Diff's 'Where We Are in the Cycle' analysis: small-scale grifts are late-cycle, not end-of-cycle. WiFi body sensing
without cameras ($5 ESP32 nodes track body position through walls). Trump's sons backing a drone company. Dutch
intelligence warns of Russian hackers targeting Signal and WhatsApp.

So what: Bostrom's observation about articulate unemployed people complaining about AI is the most underappreciated
political risk of the decade. The Anthropic lawsuits, the Kalinowski resignation, and the growing EA political movement are
early signals of AI safety moving from theory to practice.

Sources: POLITICO, Anthropic, Fortune, The Diff, GitHub, tech press

Keep an Eye On
• Anthropic lawsuit timeline — Two separate filings may produce conflicting rulings. First Amendment claim is novel
territory. ESCALATED.

• Oil ceasefire pricing — December futures at $74 suggest market expects resolution. If Trump's 'very soon' is real, oil
could drop another $20-30. ESCALATED.

• Claude in Iran targeting — Maven Smart System revelation will fuel both sides of AI safety debate. Congress will
investigate. NEW.

• a16z AI platform war — ChatGPT vs Claude diverging into consumer super-app vs professional powerhouse. NEW.

• OpenAI talent drain — Kalinowski is the first senior resignation over Pentagon deal. Watch for more. ESCALATED.

• China on Hormuz — Ships broadcasting Chinese identity to protect trade lanes. Two-superpower maritime order. NEW.

• Notion 50% AI attach rate — Validates AI-native pricing as sustainable business model. NEW.

• WiFi body sensing — Surveillance without cameras via $5 hardware. Regulatory implications enormous. NEW.

• White-collar AI displacement — Bostrom's warning + Anthropic's labour report. Political backlash building.
CONTINUING.

• Grammarly consent scandal — Forced AI adoption backlash may spread to other productivity tools. NEW.

• Gas prices + consumer sentiment — 50 cents/gallon increase already biting. ESCALATED.

• Stablecoin licensing — Hong Kong licenses due this month. CONTINUING.



15 Key Data Points
Value Data Point

$98.96/bbl Brent crude settlement Monday (down from $119.50 intraday)

900M ChatGPT weekly active users globally

$1B Claude Code annualised revenue run rate (in 6 months)

200%+ Claude paid subscriber YoY growth

47,707 Dow Jones close Monday (+206pts / +0.43%)

50%+ Notion AI paid attach rate (up from 20%)

2 Anthropic federal lawsuits filed against Trump administration

1,000 Targets identified by Claude/Maven in first 24 hours of Iran strikes

20 People needed to match Iraq-era targeting volume (vs 2,000 previously)

125,000 Neurons in first digital brain controlling virtual body

$50M Pax Ventures first fund (ex-a16z partner Michelle Volz)

41 Apps in common between ChatGPT and Claude app stores

$0.50 Average US gas price increase since Iran conflict began

$74/bbl December oil futures (vs $107 front month)

22 Firefox vulnerabilities found by Claude Opus 4.6 in two weeks

X Radar
@karpathy
Active. autoresearch gaining traction. Continuing post-AGI workflow commentary.
@ylecun
MAJOR — FT reports LeCun is launching an AI startup.
@benedictevans
Quiet period.
@caitlinlong_
Active on stablecoin regulation.
@EricTopol
Active on Ground Truths.
@kalinowski007
MAJOR — Posted resignation announcement on X, citing principle over Pentagon deal.
@dmaguireARK
Active — ARK newsletter on Robinhood super-app.
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